
[bookmark: _Hlk233542410]The Democracy and Workers’ Rights Center in Palestine (DWRC)
In partnership with the National Society for Rehabilitation – Gaza Strip

Call for Proposals

Grants to third parties to enable grassroots CSOs to engage in advocacy at local level


Guidelines
for presenting grant applications

Under the project “Partners for Equity, Partners for Change”
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Deadline for submission of applications: Thursday July 30, 2026 




[bookmark: _Toc354049252]Background

Under the project “Partners for Equity, Partners for Change” funded by the European Union, DWRC (the Democracy and Workers' Rights Center in Palestine), in partnership with the National Society for Rehabilitation in the Gaza Strip, is launching a call for proposals for grants to third parties to enable grassroots civil society organizations (CSOs) to engage in advocacy at local level (minimum grant amount is 30,000 EUR and maximum grant amount is 40,000 EUR). Three grants will be provided under this call. 
The project “Partners for Equity, Partners for Change” aims at enhancing Palestinian CSOs contribution to advancing equal rights and opportunities in Palestine, in particular the socio-economic rights of women and persons with disabilities. 

This call for proposals has been launched to contribute to the achievement of Output 3 of the project, which is “Enhanced cooperation and dialogue between grassroots CSOs and local authorities for creating an enabling environment for women’s work”. 

[bookmark: _Toc354049253]Objective and expected results of the call for proposal

The overall objective of the financial support is that local authorities (municipal, local councils, governorates, local offices of ministries) adopt and/or implement programs, policies and procedures that enhance the economic opportunities and labour rights of women and persons with disabilities in response to CSOs advocacy. 

The specific objective of the sub-grant is to enhance the capacity of CSOs to engage in joint advocacy for advancing the labour & socio-economic rights of women and persons with disabilities at the local level, including the rights of women with disabilities. 

The outputs to be obtained are among the following: 
- Capacities of local CSOs to undertake advocacy have been strengthened  
- Evidence-based advocacy has been undertaken to improve equal opportunities & access of women and persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities, to local programs & services in relation to their right to decent work, labour & economic rights 

1- ACTIVITIES ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING 
The following activities will be eligible for financial support: Training, education, seminars, workshops, conferences, advocacy and lobbying, legal work, awareness raising activities, including through cultural initiatives, empowerment, elaboration of publications and of written and visual support material, monitoring and reporting, activities of coordination and outreach, raising public awareness for rights-holders, especially the most marginalized and disadvantaged.
2- ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS 
In order to be eligible, an applicant must be a registered grassroots civil society organization (CSO) operating in the West Bank or Gaza Strip. 
The legal status of applicants will be checked.
3- EVALUATION COMMITTEE AND EVALUATION CRITERIA
A committee formed by DWRC and NSR and representatives of target groups will evaluate the projects based on the criteria detailed below. 
The criteria for the selection of the proposals will follow the principles of transparency, fairness and non-discrimination. The following criteria will be used:
1. RELEVANCE OF PROJECT TO THE CALL: The project objectives & expected results are clearly stated, contribute to the purpose & objectives of the sub-grant fund, & address the needs & the problems of the targeted groups
2. COALITION ENDORSEMENT: The applicant’s proposal has been endorsed by one of the local committees formed by the National Coalition “My Right” members and has been submitted on behalf of its members 
3. ACTIVITIES DESIGN: A clear plan for implementation of activities & related timeline has been provided 
4. COST-EFFECTIVENESS: The project activities are cost-effective, feasible, & ensure the involvement a maximal number of persons within budget limitations 
5. TARGET GROUPS: The project is targeting rights holders (women, persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities, youth) & duty-bearers 
6. SOUND BUDGETING: The budget is realistic & based on accurate estimates & corresponds to market rates
7. INTERNAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY: Organizational transparency & internal democracy (the board meets at least 4 times a year & the organization has internal financial & administrative regulations)
8. ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY: Capacity of the grassroots organization to implement the proposed project (in terms of technical & financial capacity, volunteers, prior experience, any other resources)
Evaluation Grid and Scores:
The maximum score for each of the evaluation criteria listed above will be 5 points for a total of up to 40 points. 
Scores will be attributed by the selection committee based on the following scoring guideline:
· 0 points for completely missing or highly deficient
· 1 point if unsatisfactory or is missing major elements
· 2 points if needs improvement or falls short of requirements
· 3 points for satisfactory or average
· 4 points for very good
· 5 points for excellent or outstanding 

Any proposal with 0 points for criteria “2.COALITION ENDORSEMENT” will be rejected. 
After the evaluation, applications will be ranked according to their score. The highest scoring applications will be provisionally selected until the available budget for this call for proposals (120,000 EUR) is reached. 
4- CRITERIA FOR THE EXACT AMOUNT OF SUPPORT FOR EACH THIRD ENTITY, AND THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT WHICH MAY BE GIVEN
A pre-selected project may receive the full amount requested, up to the maximum amount that may be given, after checking that all costs are eligible, necessary & correspond to market-rates. If this is not the case, the applicant will be requested to adjust costs, taking into account the comments of the selection committee. The final amount of the grant will correspond to the costs incurred as per evidence of supporting documents (invoices, proof of payment, etc) submitted by the recipient of financial support.
The maximum amount, which may be given, is 40,000 EUR per sub-grant. The grant for each third entity will be in a range from a minimum of 30,000 EUR to a maximum of 40,000 EUR.
5- ELIGIBLE COSTS
In order to present the detailed budget of the project proposal (Annex B), the applicant organization must make sure that costs are eligible. 
Criteria for costs to be considered as eligible are: 
They are incurred during the implementation period of the project and indicated in the estimated budget for the project; they are necessary for the implementation of the project, they are identifiable and verifiable, in particular being recorded in the accounting records of the organization and determined according to the accounting standards and the usual cost accounting practices applicable to the organization; they comply with the requirements of applicable tax and social legislation; they are reasonable, justified and comply with the requirements of sound financial management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency.

All the costs have to match EU regulations as follows:
· Eligible costs:
· Salaries of staff directly and solely involved in the project (for the work percentage assigned to the project)
· Transportation costs for staff and other persons taking part in the project 
· Lunch, refreshments and accommodation for staff and other persons taking part in the activities
· Purchase of materials and supplies for the project activities (for example stationary, printing of documents, etc)
· Rental of equipment for the project activities 
· Rental of spaces for activities
· Consultancies' fees (for example facilitator fees, researchers, etc)
· Costs for dissemination of information 
· Administrative and running costs related to the project activities (office costs, transportation costs, utilities, communication expenses, etc) not exceeding 7% of the cost of staff and activities. 
· Ineligible costs
The following costs are not eligible:
-	Debts and debt service charges (interest);
-	Provisions for losses or potential future liabilities;
- 	Costs declared by the beneficiary(ies) and financed by another action or work programme receiving a European Union grant (including through the European Development Fund)
-	Purchases of land or buildings
-	Currency exchange losses;
-	Credit to third parties
- 	In-kind contributions 
- 	Salary costs of the personnel of national administrations
-  	Performance-based bonuses included in costs of staff

6- VISIBILITY OF FINANCING 
In case they are awarded a grant, applicants must ensure visibility of funding sources, including of financing from the European Union, in all activities and any publication or documents related to the project that will be issued or published in the media, based on guidelines that will be provided to them. If the nature of some activities requires non visibility of funding sources, exceptions can be requested.  
7- HOW TO APPLY
Grassroots CSOs wishing to apply must get an application form (Annex A) and budget form (Annex B) from DWRC website (www.dwrc.org), or request them through email at smallgrants@dwrc.org  
The application form (Annex A) and budget (Annex B) have to be filled in Arabic or English following the instructions. 
The filled application form, including a detailed budget, has to be sent by email to: smallgrants@dwrc.org no later than Thursday, 30 July 2026
The subject of the email should mention: Grant application from [name of applicant organization]. You will receive an email confirming receipt of the application. 
Hand-written applications will not be accepted.
8- INFORMATION ABOUT THE APPLICATION
[bookmark: __DdeLink__539_797698629]Information sessions will be held in Ramallah and Deir Al-Balah and online on July 15, 2026. Interested applicants should confirm their participation in the session by July 12, 2026. 
Questions may be sent via email or asked via telephone no later than July 25, 2026 to the following contacts:
In the West Bank:
· Howeida Jaffar (DWRC) by email : hjaffar@dwrc.org or WhatsApp number: +972595666598
In the Gaza Strip:
· Mona Rostom (DWRC) by email: gaza@dwrc.org or WhatsApp number: +970 599635444
9- EVALUATION PROCESS
	Launching date of the call for proposal:  
	6 July 2026


	Last date for applying:
	30 July 2026


	Information sessions (one in Ramallah, one in Deir Al-Balah): 

	15 July 2026 – 11:00 a.m. 

	Opening session and evaluation of the proposals:

	1 - 15 August 2026 *


	Request for documentation and inquiries to provisionally selected applicants:

	15 – 25 August 2026 *

	Checking of documents pertaining to the organizational capacity of provisionally selected applicants:

	1 September – 10 September 2026 *

	Notification of Award:
	15 September 2026 *


	Contract signing:
	End of September 2026 *



* These are tentative dates; they may change due to unforeseen circumstances 
10- PAYMENT & REPORTING MODALITIES FOR GRANT RECIPIENTS
12.1. Payment modalities:
	First installment of 50% of grant amount
	Paid to the grant recipient after signature of the grant contract 

	Second installment of 40% of grant amount
	Paid to the grant recipient after approval of mid-term financial and narrative reports 

	Third and final instalment of 10% of grant amount
	Paid to the grant recipient after approval of the final financial and narrative reports



12.2. Reporting modalities: 
Grant recipients will be required to submit interim and final financial and narrative reports based on reporting forms that will be provided to them. The financial report must be accompanied by all original financial supporting documents. If the grant recipient is legally bound to keep these documents in his own records, originals and certified copies of the originals must be provided, and originals will be returned to the recipient upon fulfilling specific conditions guaranteeing access to these documents for any future audit. 
11- OTHER CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS 
All contractual obligations will be stipulated in the contract signed with each grant recipient; in addition to the already mentioned obligations related to visibility (7.) and reporting (12.2.) they will include, and may not be limited to, issues concerning liability for damage or injury in the course of implementing the project, avoiding conflict of interest & good conduct, confidentiality of information, ownership/use of results, granting access to monitoring missions, bookkeeping, technical and financial check, conditions for amendment, extension and termination of the contract, applicable law and dispute settlement, not engaging in activities as defined in Article 1.1. a) to d) and article 1.3. of the EU framework Decision 2008/913/JHA of 28 November on “combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law”, and respect of the European Union’s restrictive measures. 
Please note that the approved project proposal and budget will be an integral part of the contract, and the grant must be spent in accordance with the description of the project and its budget. 

12- LIST OF ANNEXES 
All the necessary documents to apply are available on DWRC website: www.dwrc.org and the documents for information can be requested for review by sending an email to smallgrants@dwrc.org 
Documents to be completed to apply for a grant:
ANNEX A: Grant application form (Word format)
ANNEX B: Project Budget (Excel format)
Documents for information: 
ANNEX C: Standard grant contract 
ANNEX D: Standard request for payment 
ANNEX E: Model narrative report
ANNEX F: Model financial report 
ANNEX G: Guidance for financial reporting 
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